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Environmental education is one of the important elements of
sustainable ecotourism, and the community is the basic unit of
ecotourism operation. Through the classic cases study, this course
enables students to have a preliminary understanding of
environmental education and learn how to promote environmental
education in an entertaining way.
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Community participation is an important element in achieving
sustainable ecotourism, and tourism provides economic incentives
and changes for community development. Many outdoor recreational
resources have the characteristics of common property, so in order to
obtain the optimal social welfare, the operation and management
should be based on the community. Between rural tourism and
community development, due to the existence of different
stakeholders, there may be conflicts between them due to tourism
activities. This course allows students to understand rural tourism
from a more macroscopic and diverse perspective. In addition,
through the course, students can be trained to respect diverse ideas.
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This course discusses the interaction between the human activities and
ecological environment from the perspective of ecotourism; then we
discuss the potential impacts including the positive (e.g.the improving
tourists’ conservation attitude and intention) and negative impacts
(e.g. reducing the reproductive success and habitat degradation of
target species) that caused by tourism, and how to managing potential
impacts was followed. Additionally, the course comments the
advantage/disadvantage with the review and analysis of ecotourism
cases. The topics including of marine tourism (recreational SCUBA
diving), nocturnal wildlife tourism (WT), endangerous WT, and
feeding WT. Moreover, the course is based on the PBL (problem
based learning), therefore, it can encourage students thinking and
solving problem with their ecological knowledge; furthermore,
help them to obtain ecological services enthusiasm in ecotourism
industry in the future.
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